AL NOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

English Assignment

Grade -8

1. Enchanted Island-Read ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ (chapter -1) and answer the following questions in the note book.
      (Page 1-5) (Work for Day 1)

a. Who was Baptista?

b. How was Katharine different from Bianca?

c. Why was Petruchio willing to marry Katharine inspite of what he had heard about 

       her?

d. In what state did Petruchio arrive for the wedding?

e. What did Petruchio decide after the wedding service?

(Page 5-11) (Day 2)
a. How did Petruchio behave with the servants when they reached home?

b. Why did the haberdasher and tailor not mind being ill-treated by Petruchio?

c. Describe one incident to show that Katherine was changing

d. Who was the old gentleman Katherine and Petruchio met?

(Page11-14) (Day 3)
a. What were the answers given by Bianca and the widow when they were called by their husbands?

b. What did Katharine do when Petruchio told her that her hat did not suit her?

2. Vocabulary List (Enchanted Island) (Day 4)
a. Modest

b. Haughty

c. Reproached

d. Appalled

e. Elaborate

f. Strenuously

g. Indignant

h. Resentment

i. Relished

j. Contradict

3. Writing Exercise (Day 5and 6)
a. Write a diary entry for each day, not exceeding 120 words. Bear in mind the format  for diary writing and try to be as imaginative and exciting as possible

b. Write  a Biography based on the format given in class.( any leader of your choice)

  4. Read the passage carefully and then answer the following questions:(Day7 &8)
       The Most Precious Metal

Gold is a rare metal with a lovely glowing colour. It is easy to shape and it is not affected by air or by water. Because gold is so soft, it can be beaten into very thin sheets and it can also be drawn out into very fine wire. Gold is therefore an excellent material for making beautiful objects such as bowls, necklaces, and rings.

Over 5000years ago, the ancient Egyptians prized gold so much that they believed that all gold belonged to their kings, the Pharaohs. In fact, luckily for us, they buried many precious objects in their Pharaohs’ tombs and we can see many of them in museums today. Egyptians were so skillful as goldsmiths that they could beat gold into sheets so thin that a pile of 35, 700 would be only 2.5 cm high. Such sheets are called goldleaf. Goldleaf is still used today to decorate, for example objects made of wood or leather.

The gold used to make jewelers, is usually mixed with other metals. This not only makes the articles cheaper, but also harder. The purity of gold is measured in carats (also spelled karats). A carat is one twenty forth part by mass. Therefore, pure gold is 24 carat.

12- carat gold would be half gold and half of some other metal 

Because it was scarce and therefore valuable, gold was formally used as money all over the world .Nowadays we use pieces of paper instead But many countries still keep bars of gold in their banks. They can change this gold into money by selling it to other countries. about two thirds of all the gold in the world is kept in this way.

Gold is found in many parts of the world, usually buried deep underground. It can also be found in rivers. The sea too contains gold, but it would cost more money to extract the gold from the sea than the value of the gold itself.

In modern times many practical uses for gold have been found, for example, in electrical switches, in dentistry, and for thinly coating the windscreens of aircraft and spacecraft to prevent the glare of the sun.

Vocabulary work

Paragraph 1

1. What other word used in this paragraph means the same as ‘lovely’? 

(line 1)

2. Which words (they do not appear in this order) could be replaced by the following?

a. pulled

b. shining 

c. not difficult

d.. for this reason

e. thin

3. Suggest words which are opposite in meaning to these:

a. soft (line 4)

b. thin(line 5)

4. How would you describe the difference between ‘wire’ (line 7) and string?

Paragraph 2

5. Which words (they do not appear in this order) could be replaced by the following?

a valuable 

b. valued

c. fortunately

d. thought

e. clever

f. articles

6. From how they are used, what do you think these words mean?

1. tomb (line 16)

2. museum (line 17)

3. goldsmith (line 19)

Paragraph 3

7. Which words could be replaced by “generally’?

8. Suggest words that are the opposites of the following?

a. cheaper(line 29)

b. harder(line 29)

Paragraph 4

9. Find a word in the first paragraph which means the same as ‘scarce’? (Line 35)

Paragraph 5

10. Find two words which both have the same meaning as ‘in addition’.

11. Which word could replace ‘extract’ in line 15?

Paragraph 6

12. glare’(line 57) means

a. immense heat

b. great power

c. unpleasant brightness

Understanding 
1. Which of these statements are true or false according to the passage?

Read carefully and quote words or phrases to support your answers.

a. Gold is mixed with other metals only to make it cheaper.

b. Gold must be mixed with other metals before it is made into gold leaf.

c. Gold leaf was used only by the ancient Egyptians.

d. 10 carat gold is one third pure gold.

e. The ancient Egyptians buried gold objects so that we could put them into museums.

f. Gold cannot be extracted from the sea.

g. Most of the gold in the world is in the form of jewellery.

h. Gold is used to make modern spacecraft more beautiful.

i. Gold was once used as money in many countries.

j. The ancient Egyptians were called pharaohs.

k.  Egyptians valued gold for practical reasons.

l. Gold is  not used now for money as it is too soft..

5. Reading Skill: (Day 9)
Read any three short stories and summarise them in not more than 150 words.

(Refer to site- Classic Short Stories)
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