Al Noor International School

Chapter 5

Was William lucky and clever?
Notes
	The year 1066
	Harold Godwinson
	Harald Hardrada
	William the Conqueror

	Summer
	Organizes a huge army and a massive fleet of 700 war ships.
	Hardrada  plans and prepares  to attack England.
	William is ready to attack England.

	August
	Soldiers and sailors demand to go home for harvesting.
	Makes way to England.
	William knew about the British custom of the soldiers going home for harvesting.

He decided to wait.

	8th September 
	Harold sends the soldiers and sailors home.
	He is about to reach England.
	Bad weather forces William to wait further.

	18th  September
	His soldiers are home helping the harvests.
	Hardrada lands in Yorkshire with an army.
	Bad weather continuous.

	25th September
	Battle of Stanford Bridge – Harold gathers an army and marches to York. He defeats the Norwegian army. 

Hardrada is killed.
	Hardrada fights Harold and gets defeated and killed.
	He still waits for an opportune time.

	27th  September
	
	-------
	The weather changes.
William crosses the English Channel unopposed.

	28th September
	New reaches Harold about William’s arrival.
He decides to march down to meet William
	------------
	William makes his base strong and prepares for any attack.

	14th October

	Harold clashes with his rival near Hastings.
He is killed in a fierce fighting.
	---------
	William clashes with Harold near Hastings.
He conquers the English army.


Extended activity
1. Compare the leaderships of Harold Godwinson and Harald Hardrada and William the Conqueror and decide who was a better leader. Give reasons for your statement.
2. Read page No. 13 and complete the exercises given at the bottom of the page.
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